Dear Bethany School Community,

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, | am delighted and proud to announce the successful
conclusion of our comprehensive search for the next Head of School. It is with immense
enthusiasm that | share our selection of Dr. Fabio A. Hurtado to lead our school, effective July
1, 2026.

A Comprehensive and Successful Search Process

The Search Committee, supported by our retained search firm, conducted a rigorous national
search, evaluating a diverse and exceptionally talented pool of candidates. We sought a leader
who embodies our school's values, possesses deep educational expertise, and demonstrates
the vision necessary to guide us into our next chapter. Dr. Hurtado distinguished himself
throughout this process as a proven, passionate, and profoundly dedicated educator who is
ready to embrace the complexity and opportunity of our Episcopal school.

Introducing Dr. Fabio A. Hurtado ' i

“

Dr. Hurtado brings over 30 years of experience as an
educator, having served as a teacher, curriculum leader, and
administrator across all K-12 levels. He is currently the Head of
the Upper School at Cannon School, a large and highly
regarded independent school in North Carolina.

e Educational Background: Dr. Hurtado’s academic
foundation is strong, with a B.A. in English, Philosophy,
and Religion from Kean University and an M.A. in
Theology from Holy Apostles College and Seminary. He
has just completed his Ed.D. in Educational
Leadership from the University of North Carolina,
Wilmington, with a focus on curriculum, instruction, and program evaluation. His doctoral
work centered on the vital role of school stories in shaping culture and learning—an area
that deeply resonated with the Search Committee.

e Curricular Leadership & Accreditation: A respected leader in the independent school
world, Dr. Hurtado has extensive experience leading strategic planning, self-study, and
multiple accreditation efforts (2014 and 2019) at Cannon School. He is currently an
active member and chair of accreditation teams for SAIS (Southern Association of
Independent Schools), conducting school visits across the Southeastern U.S. and
Mexico. He successfully led efforts to rewrite Cannon's mission and organized vertical
curriculum alignment across the entire K-12 division as the former Director of Studies.



e Personal Journey and Voice: Dr. Hurtado’s personal story is one of resilience and a
dedication to education. Born in La Habana, Cuba, he and his family fled the country in
September 1980, eventually settling in Elizabeth, New Jersey, where he grew up. He is
also a published author, with two books: Masticate and Swallow: A Cuban American
Childhood (2017) and How to Destroy an Eclipse and Other Tales of Redemption: The
Jersey Years (2022).

e Family: Dr. Hurtado and his wife, Teresita, who is also an educator, are parents to
seven children and four grandchildren. They currently live with their dog, Rosebud, in
North Carolina and are beginning to enjoy the chapter of empty-nesting.

Looking Ahead

We are confident that Dr. Hurtado’s diverse experience—from teaching 4th grade to leading a
high school division, combined with his deep expertise in curriculum development, strategic
planning, and accreditation—makes him the ideal choice to advance our mission and secure our
school’s future.

Please join me in offering a warm welcome to Dr. Fabio Hurtado, Teresita Hurtado, and their
family. We will be sharing opportunities for the community to connect with Dr. Hurtado in the
spring as he prepares to relocate and join Bethany School. Dr. Harris and Dr. Hurtado will be
working together closely in the coming months to ensure a smooth transition next summer. For
now, please see a short note from Dr. Hurtado below.

Expressing Our Gratitude

The work of executing a search of this importance requires dedication, commitment, and hard
work from many within our community. As we celebrate the conclusion of this process, we
would like to extend our most profound and sincere thanks to:

e The Head of School Search Committee: For your tireless dedication, thoughtful
deliberation, and exemplary stewardship of this critical process.

e Our Faculty and Staff: For working diligently behind the scenes to ensure that every
candidate experienced the true warmth and spirit of our campus.

e The Sisters of the Community of the Transfiguration: For your hospitality, steadfast
presence, and deeply valued engagement.

e The Entire School Community: For your active engagement and thoughtful feedback
during the finalist visits. Your candid input provided an essential lens for the Board and
played a crucial role in shaping our final decision.

The time, care and discernment that everyone contributed is just one of the many things that
make our Bethany School community so special.

With gratitude for your support,

Luana lorio, Angela Phillips,
President, Bethany School Board of Trustees Chair, Head of School Search Committee



A Message from Dr. Fabio A. Hurtado

Dear Bethany School Community,

| am thrilled and blessed to become Bethany School’s next Head of School, and | am committed
to building the relationships that will drive our meaningful work together on behalf of the
beautiful children you serve. From car line to chess club and from singing in Spanish with 1st
grade to Chapel with the 8th graders and everything in between, you will find me eager to walk
alongside your community, leading the way as a servant and leader. | am confident that
together we can tell the next successful chapter in the rich story that you have been living at
Bethany School!

| feel a great deal of gratitude for your Board of Trustees and the Sisters of the Community of
the Transfiguration, as well as faculty and administrators who so warmly welcomed my wife,
Teresita, and me to campus for our visit days. | look forward to getting to know all of you more
deeply. For now, | wish you all a family-filled Thanksgiving and a joyous remainder of the year.

In anticipation of all we will build together,
Dr. Fabio A. Hurtado

Top Left to Bottom Right: Dr. Hurtado’s family at his second-youngest daughter’s high school graduation,
Rosebud, Dr. Hurtado and his wife, Teresita visiting Bethany School, Having fun with the three youngest
Hurtado children.



